ISSN 2363-1937

Togetherness
Resilience

Internal Market, Industry,
Entrepreneurship
and SMEs

Recovery

European Enterprise Promotion Awards (europa.eu)

Contents

03 - Small businesses driving the recovery
04 -	2021 Edition
05 -	Promoting the Entrepreneurial Spirit
06 - Investing in Entrepreneurial Skills

09 - Supporting the Sustainable Transition

SMEs are independent companies with fewer than 250 employees and
which have an annual turnover not exceeding EUR 50 million, and/or an
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in Europe and account for more than half of value added. SMEs continue to
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Europe. It aims to considerably increase the number of SMEs engaging in sustainable business practices as well as
the number of SMEs employing digital technologies. Ultimately, the goal is that Europe becomes the most attractive
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• Capacity building and support for the twin transition;
• Reducing the regulatory burden and improving market access to the Single Market and beyond;
• As well as improving access to finance.
These key areas of the strategy continue to be priorities for the coming years. In addition, efforts will focus on the
economic recovery after the COVID-19 pandemic. The strategy builds on the very strong foundations of the EU’s
existing SME policy framework and support programmes, notably the 2008 Small Business Act.

For more information regarding SME policy of the European Commission, please visit:
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The European Enterprise Promotion Awards support the aims of the Small Business Act and the SME Strategy by
recognising innovation and rewarding the success of public bodies and public-private partnerships in promoting
enterprise and entrepreneurship at a national, regional, and local level.
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Small businesses driving
the recovery

The SME Envoy network provides guidance to implement European SME policy in line with the strategic objectives
of the Commission such as the twin transition to sustainability and digitalisation and the promotion of economic
resilience in the recovery after the COVID-crisis. The network, first created by the Small Business Act in 2011,
ensures that EU SME policy reaches SMEs at national level, and contributes to communicating SMEs grievances and
concerns back to EU policy makers. The SME Envoy network is an important tool to ensure the smooth functioning
of the partnership between the EU and Member States’ level.

To find out more about SME policy of the European Commission, please visit:
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes_en
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European Enterprise Promotion Awards (europa.eu)
Recognises initiatives at national, regional or local level that
promote an entrepreneurial mindset especially among young
people and women.

2021
Edition

WINNER

2021 saw the 15th edition of the European
Enterprise Promotion Awards (EEPAs) and was a
cause for celebration with the awards continuing
to demonstrate and celebrate the pinnacle of
innovation and entrepreneurship in Europe.

Culinary Action!, Basque
Culinary Center, Spain

EEPA remained set against the backdrop of a global pandemic in 2021
with COVID-19 still having an impact on the SME community and
European economy as a whole. However, the projects and the dedicated
teams behind them ensured that the latest innovative enterprise
concepts were showcased in the European arena.
There were 204 national projects in 2021 which resulted in a shortlist
of 47 projects representing the strongest ideas from across the EU and
COSME countries. During the SME Assembly, six projects were awarded
as winners (including the Grand Jury Prize, COMPETENZentrum für
Selbständige, which was also a winner in the category - Investing in
Entrepreneurial Skills). There were many interesting runners-up and two
special mentions, all of whom you can find more information about in
this compendium.

I would like to personally congratulate all of the projects that have
been awarded and hope that you will take the time to learn about them.
I also believe that the projects that won at national level deserve to be
recognised for their efforts because of their high standard.

Since 2011, the Basque Culinary Centre has contributed globally to innovation,
growth, promotion and training of professionals who will lead the future of
the gastronomic sector, developing the potential of gastronomy as an engine
of sustainable economic and social development. A unique and pioneering
project, with an international vocation, that promotes entrepreneurship
within the gastronomic sector underpinned by its values: passion, excellence,
innovation and social commitment.

RUNNERS UP

Youth awareness weeks women and entrepreneurship,
100000 Entrepreneurs, France

Director, European Commission

This award is the recognition of 9 years of work
of the 100000 entrepreneurs’ teams and its
partners. Thanks to the visibility of this award,
the action will be able to continue to be deployed
throughout our territory in all regions of France
and overseas and advance the cause of women’s
entrepreneurship.

Since 2013, the association 100,000 Entrepreneurs has been organising “Weeks of Awareness of Young Women and Entrepreneurship” to increase
awareness among young people aged 13 to 25 about women’s entrepreneurship. Too often, women make choices about their education and
their careers based on stereotypes. With this initiative, the association is showing young people success stories, embodied by successful women
entrepreneurs and intrapreneurs.

Website: www.semaines-entrepreneuriat-feminin.fr/

Centre for Creativity (CzK),
Museum of Architecture
and Design (MAO), Slovenia

Outi Slotboom

For the Basque Culinary Center, an
institution that continues to amplify
the 360º Gastronomic vision and
continues to work for innovation,
growth, promotion and training within
the sector, it is an extraordinary honour
to receive this European award for
Business Promotion

Website: www.bculinary.com

The Awards themselves would not be possible without the hard work
of many, especially that of the EEPA National Coordinators. Even in
difficult times, the National Coordinators manage to run well attended
and perfectly organised national competitions and ensure a continued
high standard of projects and competition.
I extend my thanks to every one of you bringing light to and
supporting these projects and making a real difference for SMEs and
entrepreneurship across Europe and through that, creating a greater
awareness of the role entrepreneurship and entrepreneurs play in
society. I would also like to thank the members of the EEPA Jury whose
task is never easy in awarding winners from such deserving applicants.
I kindly invite you to learn more about the Awards and especially the
2021 participants and hope you will be inspired by their pioneering
examples of innovation and entrepreneurship.

2021 Promoting the
Entrepreneurial Spirit

The Centre for Creativity is a one-stop-shop offering support to the cultural and
creative sectors in Slovenia. Through the platform, individuals working in these
sectors are able to network, present their projects and develop their creativity. The
platform cooperates with the Ministry of Culture to provide funding to develop
creative ideas and enterprises and in particular promotes projects that target social
problems or contribute to social progress and welfare

To receive an award means that we have been
recognized as an indispensable project that supports
creatives, creative ideas and projects that take shape
at the intersection of different creative and cultural
disciplines and entrepreneurship and forge close ties
between creatives and the economy. It means that
the work and efforts of our small yet courageous
team, and our partners that support us and together
with us pave the way for the development of the
Slovenian creative sector, have been recognized
both at the national and international level, by
professional institutions, which to us represents a
great distinction, reference, and prominence

Website: www.czk.si/en
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European Enterprise Promotion Awards (europa.eu)

2021 Investing In
Entrepreneurial Skills

Recognises initiatives at national, regional
or local level to improve entrepreneurial and
managerial skills.

WINNER

Recognises innovative policies at national, regional or 2021 Improving The Business
local level which promote enterprise start-up, growth
and digital transition, simplify legislative and administrative Environment & Supporting
procedures for businesses and implement the “Think Small
The Digital Transition
First” principle in favour of small and medium-sized enterprises.

WINNER

COMPETENZentrum für Selbständige,
Initiative Selbständiger
Immigrantinnen (ISI), Germany

Our goal now is to make our
qualification model for migrant
women entrepreneurs known
throughout Germany and, in the
medium term, internationally.

“Digital Commerce” Program
in Portugal, ACEPI - Portugal

COMPETENZentrum für Selbständige, which is supported by the non-profit
association Initiative Selbständiger Immigrantinnen (ISI), supports migrant women
with training and professional development, providing them with the skills they
need to become self-employed. By providing free training, coaching and networking
opportunities, both migrant women who are willing to start a business and those
who are already self-employed, are enabled to put business ideas into practice and
to sustainably build up their own business start-ups in Berlin. The project is guided
by the principle that migrant women stand up for migrant women.

Website: www.isi-ev.de

Having a digital presence is a key first step for companies wishing
to increase business and reach new markets. Digital Commerce,
a programme implemented by ACEPI - Digital Economy Association supports the digital transformation of SMEs, in particular micro-enterprises,
in the commerce and services sector. In three years, the programme has
trained 67 digital consultants and provided expertise to 50 business and
commercial associations.

Website: www.comerciodigital.pt

RUNNERS UP

RUNNERS UP

BE YOUNG, BE ENTREPRENEUR

Danilo Mirabile

Emanuele Accardo

Gabriele Mirabile

Alessandro Marchese

Het internet. Startup Super
School, Beentouch S.r.l., Italy

Receiving this award fills us with pride and
pushes us to stay on this path, continuing to
generate impact for young people and to
share our results, methodologies and tools
with all other training stakeholders. It is our
duty to continue to work hard for the good of
young people.

NEXT MANNHEIM –
mg: mannheimer
gründungszentren gmbh,
Germany

It was an honour to be shortlisted. It shows that
Mannheim is on the right path and that we should
move forward with our integrated approach of
startups, innovation, technology, culture, music
and urban development. This would not have been
possible without European grants and funding.

Startup Super School is a business simulation initiative that has involved more than 2,000 young people throughout Italy in training courses
dedicated to learning business dynamics, increasing digital skills and achieving a heightened awareness of work dynamics. Through innovative
approaches to teaching and a process of entrepreneurial empowerment, the project helps students to bridge the digital gap and enter the world of
work and new technologies.

NEXT MANNHEIM has developed a unique, dynamic and steadily growing start-up ecosystem, which is establishing Mannheim as a start-up hotspot.
It enables entrepreneurs in the tech, creative, cultural and urban innovation sectors to network and exchange experiences with each other and with
other economic stakeholders in the Rhine-Neckar-Region. Currently there are eight different start-up centres providing an optimal mix of funding,
consulting, incubators and accelerator support.

Website: https://formazione.beentouch.com/

Website: www.next-mannheim.de

NO QUARANTINE ON THE
INTERNET, Enterprise
Lithuania, Lithuania
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It is a real incentive to continue our
much-needed work, developed in
proximity to the micro, small and medium
entrepreneurs and traders of Portugal.
We hope it will be an inspiration for
more initiatives like this to emerge
and contribute to the success of the
digital transition.

The fact that this business assistance initiative
“No quarantine on the Internet”, which mobilised
everyone for the purpose of rescuing Lithuanian
businesses that closed during quarantine, received
this award confirms that we did what was needed
most for Lithuanian business at that time. This is
an appreciation and a thank you to all those who
have contributed to the implementation.

Region 4.0, City Marketing
Kufstein, Austria

Making our region even more liveable - this is the
goal with which we started 1.5 years ago. This goal
has been made possible by the financial support
of the state of Tyrol and the European Union. As
a runner-up, it is important to us to pass on our
knowledge and experience and thus make Austria
even stronger as a business location

After quarantine was declared in Lithuania, the entrepreneurship and export development agency “Versli Lietuva” came up with the business
assistance initiative “No quarantine on the Internet”. The initiative focuses on the digitisation of business and development of e-commerce and
helps small and medium-sized businesses to enter the virtual space. Over 1,500 Lithuanian e-shops have used the initiative so far and over 150
e-commerce experts have offered mentorship.

The goal of the Region 4.0 project is to make the regions of Kufstein, Untere Schranne and Kaiserwinkl even more liveable. Thanks to the
start-up business development competition STADT UP KUFSTEIN, the number of vacant premises in the centre of Kufstein has fallen by 20%.
These premises now house retail, gastronomy, and services start-ups. By supporting these businesses the project is helping to keep jobs,
know-how and purchasing power in the region.

Website: www.verslilietuva.lt/pleskis/internete-karantino-nera/

Website: www.kufstein.at/de/region-4-0.html
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European Enterprise Promotion Awards (europa.eu)

2021 Supporting
The Internationalisation
Of Business

Recognises policies and initiatives at national, regional
or local level that encourage enterprises, particularly small and
medium-sized businesses, to benefit more from the opportunities
offered by markets both inside and outside the European Union.

Recognises policies and initiatives at national, regional or
local level that support the sustainable transition and support
environmental aspects such as the circular economy, climate
neutrality, clean energy, resource efficiency or biodiversity.

WINNER

2021 Supporting the
Sustainable Transition

WINNER

Green Penguin, Iskraemeco, d.d.,
Slovenia

Iberian Centre for Research
and Forest Firefighting Firefighting Open Innovation
Lab-CILIFO (FOIL-CILIFO), Spain

Winning this award is a boost for the activity
of the accelerator, since it recognises the
importance of the work carried out and
encourages us to continue with this work, of
which the ultimate goal is to facilitate the
extinction of forest fires and take care of the
natural environment as a whole.

The Firefighting Open Innovation Lab-CILIFO (FOIL-CILIFO), managed by the
Finnova Foundation within the framework of the Iberian Centre for Research
and Fight against Forest Fires (CILIFO), has been supporting entrepreneurs,
technologies, companies and start-ups in the sector of forest fire prevention,
extinction and forest management. To date, 25 companies from up to 10
countries are benefiting from the services which is the first of its kind in
the sector.

Cities are responsible for more than 70% of all GHG emissions and so it will be
critical to engage cities in the fight against climate change, encouraging them
to adopt innovative solutions to mitigate risks and achieve carbon neutrality.
With this goal in mind, Green Penguin combines real data with smart digital
technologies in a digital game for schoolchildren. Through the game, Green
Penguin teaches schools and children environmental and digital literacy.

We are thrilled that the Green Penguin has once
again been recognized as a great project that
significantly contributes to achieving a carbon
footprint reduction. We believe in our project
and are therefore particularly pleased that its
potential was perceived globally. We are thrilled
and proud to have received the award and thus
received recognition for a job well done and for
a good idea. This support will allow us to further
develop and implement the Green Penguin
across EU cities and beyond.

Website: www.iskraemeco.com

RUNNERS UP
Website: https://innovation.cilifo.eu/

RUNNERS UP

Emerald Aero Group,
Enterprise Ireland, Ireland

Emerald Aerospace group is a cluster of 11 indigenous manufacturing companies,
brought together in early 2017 with the specific purpose of enhancing aerospace
manufacturing, export revenues and growing the aerospace business in the Republic of
Ireland. The project focuses primarily on aircraft build and by generating new business,
it has built an expanded customer base, aligned industry systems and standards,
promoted innovation and developed new export opportunities for the Group’s members

It is an honour to be a runner-up for this
award as the Emerald Aero Group. A cluster
which began as an idea in 2014 has grown
from strength to strength. 2020 has been a
challenging year for many industries but most
hit was perhaps that of Aviation and Aerospace.
Our group held our ground and stayed focused
on our strategic objectives, “To build
an Irish Aerospace Cluster focused on
international markets”. Receiving this award,
we as Emerald Aero are proud to represent
the Irish SME’s operating in this space

AQUA+® Rating water at
your household, ADENE –
Portuguese Energy Agency,
Portugal

Being a runner-up for EEPA 2021 is the
recognition of AQUA+ as the reference of water
efficiency in buildings that helps to respond to
sustainability challenges in water and energy
management in Portugal and Europe, contributing
to the water, energy, and climate transition’.

AQUA+ is an initiative of the Agency for Energy in Portugal (ADENE). Recognising that water is a scarce and indispensable resource, the project
offers a simple, agile and voluntary way to evaluate and classify water use in buildings, identifying opportunities where people can improve their
water use and save water. AQUA+ provides guidance on good practices for renovations and the design of new buildings, offering a greater choice of
equipment, systems and solutions

Website: www.adene.pt | www.aquamais.pt

Website: https://emeraldaerogroup.com/

ELWIS - Household-level
waste tracking, JRK
Slovakia, Slovakia

All our activities are directed towards the
implementation of the principles of sustainability
and the circular economy. We are proud that ELWIS is
becoming an award-winning waste management tool’

For towns and villages to make informed decisions on waste management they need hard data on actual waste production. ELWIS is a system
which monitors waste management at household level and provides municipalities or collection companies with an overview of the amounts of
waste produced. The system has contributed to a significant reduction in the cost of municipal waste, enabled the introduction of fair charges and
encouraged citizens to sort their waste

Website: www.menejodpadu.sk/elwis
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European Enterprise Promotion Awards (europa.eu)

2021 Responsible
And Inclusive
Entrepreneurship

WINNER

Recognises national, regional or local initiatives by authorities
or public/private partnerships which promote corporate social
responsibility among small and medium-sized enterprises,
including efforts to promote entrepreneurship among
disadvantaged groups.

A special prize awarded to the entrepreneurial initiative
considered the most creative and inspiring in Europe.

WINNER

COMPETENZentrum
Initiative Selbständiger
Immigrantinnen (ISI),
Germany

Inkludera, Sweden

We were very happy to have been
selected as a Winner. It is great to know
that our work is being recognized, and
we are looking forward to receiving the
opportunity to spread the knowledge of
our work to an international arena’.

2021
Grand Jury Prize

Since 2011, Inkludera has been working to turn social innovations developed at
the grassroots level into viable solutions that tackle the challenges that Sweden is
facing. It does this by supporting social entrepreneurs who have developed unique
solutions, helping them to scale up and become financially sustainable. Inkludera
selects the entrepreneurs and start-ups and supports them in building partnerships
with the public sector, working both in the long-term and sustainably

Website: www.inkludera.se

RUNNERS UP

Opstuwen Kringloopbedrijven, SE.lab &
the Dutch association for thrift shops, Netherlands
The programme Opstuwen Kringloopbedrijven (Boosting Charity Shops), implemented
by the cooperative Social Enterprise Lab U.A. and Branchevereniging Kringloopbedrijven
Nederland (BKN), promotes social entrepreneurship at charity shops in the BKN network.
The project helps to build an inclusive society by creating social jobs, while contributing to
the circular economy through the collection, sale, recycling and upcycling of second hand
products and materials

Website: Opstuwen Kringloopbedrijven | se.lab (selab.nl)

Opportunities for
Entrepreneurs, Mersin
Technopark, Turkey

We are happy to gain recognition for promoting
refugee entrepreneurship, especially the ones
with high-tech business ideas. We are also
proud to be representing the ILO Turkey’s
nation-wide “Opportunities for Entrepreneurs”
project thanks to our successful results
in Mersin’

COMPETENZentrum für Selbständige, which is supported by the non-profit association
Initiative Selbständiger Immigrantinnen (ISI), supports migrant women with training and
professional development, providing them with the skills they need to become self-employed
By providing free training, coaching and networking opportunities, both migrant women who are willing to start a business
and those who are already self-employed, are enabled to put business ideas into practice and to sustainably build up their
own business start-ups in Berlin. The project is guided by the principle that migrant women stand up for migrant women.

It was an unbelievable, overwhelming feeling. It was such an honour
to represent our team on stage and be able to dedicate the awards
to all brave and amazing migrant women founders, who are the soul
of our organization. We felt very proud of all of them and of our
achievements. This international recognition is not only a point of
arrival for us, yet most and foremost, a new starting point to grow
and reach new goals.
As a project team, we are aware of carrying a big responsibility for
all migrant women. As we won the award, I immediately experienced
a feeling of relief. I thought, “okay, we are not alone in this. We now
carry this responsibility, even at a European level, together with
all stakeholders.

Migration not only involves a movement of labour, but also a movement of entrepreneurs. Opportunities for Entrepreneurs looks at the
millions of Syrian refugees that have arrived in Turkey as a great opportunity, with many people ready to start a business and create jobs for
others. This project provides support and promotes refugee entrepreneurship in Turkey by mobilising the available local structures in the
entrepreneurship ecosystem

Website: www.technoscope.com.tr
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European Enterprise Promotion Awards (europa.eu)

Special Mentions

The EEPA Jury felt that in 2021 a special mention
should also also be awarded to the following projects
which have demonstrated best practices in the
promotion of enterprise.

2021 National Winners
Draft Program® - Exploratory
Entrepreneurship, Karelia
University of Applied Sciences,
Finland

Draft Program - Exploratory Entrepreneurship is a small but innovative entrepreneurship programme shared by five eastern Finnish educational
institutions. It provides microfinance and coaching for students, staff and alumni teams. The programme has developed an operating model for
exploring entrepreneurship, where each customer team produces locally relevant industry-specific information which is transformed into useful
publications. More than 60 of these were created in 12 months.

Website: www.draftprogram.com

The New Economy,
MVO Nederland, Netherlands

Promoting the Entrepreneurial Spirit
COUNTRY

PROJECT NAME

ORGANISATION NAME

PROJECT WEBSITE

AUSTRIA

INNOS GmbH

INNOS GmbH

www.innos.at

BELGIUM

The Company by Gentrepreneur

Gentrepreneur Company CVBA so

www.gentrepreneurcompany.be

CZECH
REPUBLIC

Best business idea competition at South
Moravian universities

JIC, z.s.p.o. in cooperation with Brno
https://www.jic.cz/univerzitniUniversity of Technology, Masaryk
programy/#vs-souteze
University and Mendel University in Brno

ESTONIA

NULA Incubator

Good Deed Foundation and the National
Foundation of Civil Society

www.nula.ee

FINLAND

Draft Program - Exploratory
Entrepreneurship

Karelia University of Applied Sciences

www.draftprogram.com

FRANCE

Youth awareness weeks - women and
entrepreneurship

100000 Entrepreneurs

https://semaines-entrepreneuriat-feminin.
fr/

GREECE

One Stop Liaison Office - Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Support Mechanism

Region of Central Macedonia

www. pkm. gov. gr, www. ris3rcm. eu

HUNGARY

Business Plan in a Week

BBS Budapest LAB Entrepreneurship
Centre

https://budapestlab.hu/

IRELAND

National Women’s Enterprise Day

Local Enterprise Offices

www.localenterprise.ie/nwed

LATVIA

Entrepreneurship development
competition “Bizness24h”

Banku augstskola/BA School of Business
https://bizness24h.lv/
and Finance

SLOVENIA

Centre for Creativity (CzK)

Museum of Architecture and Design
(MAO)

https://czk.si/en

SPAIN

Culinary Action!

Basque Culinary Center

www.bculinary.com

The New Economy is a network organisation from the Netherlands that is teaming up with entrepreneurs to create a movement to reach a tipping
point towards the New Economy by 2025. The project has produced a New Business Agenda, which shows the quickest way to get to the New
Economy, and supports this roadmap by facilitating innovation through collaboration and by lobbying to create an enabling environment.

Website: www.mvonederland.nl
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European Enterprise Promotion Awards (europa.eu)

2021 National Winners
Investing in Entrepreneurial Skills

Supporting the Internationalisation of Business

COUNTRY

PROJECT NAME

ORGANISATION NAME

PROJECT WEBSITE

CROATIA

Center for Entrepreneurship

Incubator for New Technologies and
Entrepreneurship, Trokut Sibenik

www.trokut.eu

CYPRUS

COUNTRY

PROJECT NAME

ORGANISATION NAME

PROJECT WEBSITE

BULGARIA

Export Hub Bulgaria

www.sme.government.bg

www.sme.government.bg

Erasmus+ Project KA2 “ΜΙΚΡΟΙ
PRIMARY SCHOOL OF KATO POLEMIDIA &
https://littlesociopreneurs.com/
ΚΟΙΝΩΝΙΚΟΙ ΕΠΙΧΕΙΡΗΜΑΤΙΕΣ” (Erasmus+
PRIMARY SCHOOL OF PANO POLEMIDIA
Project KA2 ‘Little Sociopreneurs’)

IRELAND

Emerald Aero Group

https://emeraldaerogroup.com/

https://emeraldaerogroup.com/

DENMARK

Startup Masterclass

Business Hub Zealand

http://www.ehsj.dk/

ITALY

Vietnam a world of opportunity - Desk
Vietnam

http://www.ucer.camcom.it/
Internazionalizzazione/viet-nam

http://www.ucer.camcom.it/
Internazionalizzazione/viet-nam

GERMANY

COMPETENZentrum für Selbständige

Initiative Selbständiger Immigrantinnen
e. V.

www.isi-ev.de

SPAIN

HUNGARY

SME Data Protection by design and by
default

ATASI TEAM Ltd.

www.atasi.hu

Iberian Centre for Research and Forest
Firefighting - Firefighting Open Innovation https://innovation.cilifo.eu/
Lab-CILIFO (FOIL-CILIFO)

ITALY

Startup Super School

Beentouch S.r.l.

https://formazione.beentouch.com/

LITHUANIA

NO QUARANTINE ON THE INTERNET

Enterprise Lithuania

https://www.verslilietuva.lt/pleskis/
internete-karantino-nera/

MALTA

The MEA online HR HANDBOOK

Malta Employers’ Association

https://www.maltaemployers.com/

TURKEY

YGA Global Impact Middle School

YGA - Hayal Ortakları Derneği

www.yga.org.tr

Supporting the Sustainable Transition
COUNTRY
LITHUANIA

Improving the Business Environment & Supporting The Digital Transition

14

https://innovation.cilifo.eu/

PROJECT NAME

ORGANISATION NAME

Intelligent Energy Lab

Vilnius City Municipality and Vilnius Heat
www.iel.lt
Networks

PROJECT WEBSITE

NETHERLANDS The New Economy

MVO Nederland

www.mvonederland.nl

PORTUGAL

AQUA+® Rating water at your household

ADENE – Portuguese Energy Agency

www.adene.pt | www.aquamais.pt

ROMANIA

Green Tech PET Recycling, Romania

Green Tech SA

Reducerea CO2 - Green Tech (green-techglobal.com)

COUNTRY

PROJECT NAME

ORGANISATION NAME

PROJECT WEBSITE

AUSTRIA

Region 4.0

City marketing Kufstein

www.kufstein.at/de/region-4-0.html

BELGIUM

DigitalWallonia4.ai (DW4AI)

Agence du Numérique

https://www.digitalwallonia.be/

SLOVAKIA

ELWIS - Household-level waste tracking

JRK Slovakia

www.menejodpadu.sk/elwis

CZECH
REPUBLIC

Industry 4.0

Region Vysočina

www.kr-vysocina.cz

SLOVENIA

Green Penguin

Iskraemeco, d.d.

https://www.iskraemeco.com

ESTONIA

Forwardspace

MTÜ Forwardspace

www.forwardspace.ee

FINLAND

Kuopio Living Lab

City of Kuopio

www.kuopiolivinglab.fi

GERMANY

NEXT MANNHEIM

mg: mannheimer gründungszentren gmbh www.next-mannheim.de

GREECE

ANTIVIRUS CROWDHACKATHON

REGION OF ATTICA

https://www.crowdpolicy.com/el/

MALTA

With You All the Way

Malta Chamber of SMEs

www.smechamber.mt

PORTUGAL

“Digital Commerce” Program in Portugal

ACEPI – Digital Economy Portugal in
partnership with CCP – Portuguese
Commerce and Services Confederation
and with Municipal Council of Viana do
Castelo

www.comerciodigital.pt | www.acepi.pt

MONTENEGRO/ RISE - Regional Incubator for Social
Entrepreneurship
SERBIA

‘IEC Tehnopolis in partnership with Smart www.privrednakomora.me / www.
Kolektiv’
smartkolektiv.org

Serbia

SMEs Digital

Science Technology park Čačak

ntpcacak.rs

NETHERLANDS Opstuwen Kringloopbedrijven

SE.lab & the Dutch association for thrift
shops

Opstuwen Kringloopbedrijven | se.lab
(selab.nl)

Slovakia

Digital transformation of waste
management

Sensoneo, j.s.a.

www.sensoneo.com

SWEDEN

Inkludera

Inkludera

www.inkludera.se

Sweden

Be Digital

The Compare foundation

www.be-digital.se, www.compare.se

TURKEY

Opportunities for Entrepreneurs

Mersin Technopark

www.technoscope.com.tr

Responsible & Inclusive Entrepreneurship
COUNTRY

PROJECT NAME

ORGANISATION NAME

PROJECT WEBSITE
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The Jury

The Jury

Each year, an independent high-level European
Jury takes on the difficult task of selecting the
best entries in each category. The Jury for 2021
included representatives from government, business
and academia. There were also two permanent
representatives, one from DG Internal Market, Industry,
Entrepreneurship and SMEs and one from the Committee
of the Regions. The winner of the previous year’s Grand
Jury Prize is also invited to sit on the Jury. The 2021 jury was
composed of:

Kristin Schreiber,
DG for Internal
Market, Industry,
Entrepreneurship
and SMEs

Prof. Thomas
M. Cooney,
Professor of
Entrepreneurship,
Technological
University Dublin
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Continued

Kristin joined the European Commission in 1990 where she has held a
variety of positions.

Véronique Willems is representing Crafts and SMEs in Europe as the Secretary
General of SMEunited (formerly known as UEAPME) since January 2017.

She was appointed Director for Chemicals, Food and Retail in 2021, having served
as Director for SME Policy from 2015 until 2021 and prior to that as Director for
Governance of the Single Market and International Affairs. Previously, she was
Head of Cabinet of Employment Commissioner, Vladimir Špidla, Deputy Head
of Cabinet of Internal Market Commissioner, Michel Barnier and a member
of other Commission Cabinets. Kristin has also been serving since 2019 as
Commission appointed Board member of the European Investment Fund (EIF).

Beforehand and as from 2009, she was the Head of European affairs at UNIZO
(SMEunited Belgian member organisation) and was responsible for advocacy on
policies affecting SMEs at EU-level.

Thomas is Professor of Entrepreneurship at the Technological University Dublin
(Ireland), Academic Director of the Institute for Minority Entrepreneurship, is a
Director of four businesses and works in a supportive capacity with a variety of
organisations. As an expert in Entrepreneurship Policy, he has worked with the Irish
Government, the European Commission, OECD, the European Training Foundation
and other international organisations. He has published widely on the topic of
entrepreneurship and full details of his career can be found at
www.thomascooney.ie.

Véronique
Willems,
Secretary General
of SMEunited
(formerly known
as UEAPME)

Ms Willems started her career at UNIZO in 1999 as Policy Officer in charge of
education, training and SME counselling and went on to work at the regional
office (Vlaams-Brabant & Brussel) as responsible for advocacy at regional level,
mentorship programs and individual counselling for entrepreneurs.
Ms Willems holds a Law degree from Vrije Universiteit Brussels and a Master’s
Degree in Commercial sciences / Business management from VLEKHO Brussels.

After studying Economics and Politics, Thomas worked for voluntary sector
organisations. In 1993 he joined the European policy services of the Land SaxonyAnhalt and in 1995 he began working in the Liaison Office of Saxony- Anhalt in
Brussels taking over as Director in 2000. Since March 2012 he has been Director
for Horizontal Policies and Networks and later on for legislative works at the
Committee of the Region.

Thomas Wobben,
Director
Legislative Works,
Committee of
the Regions
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The Jury
Continued

With a degree in Law from the International University of Lisbon, and a vast
experience in management and administration, Francisco Sá, joined IAPMEI in
1984 where he has held a variety of positions.

Francisco Sá,
SME Envoy Portugal
President of the
Board of Directors
of IAPMEI

He was appointed President of IAPMEI in 2021. Previously, he was CEO and
Vice-president of the Board of Directors of LISPOLIS - Association for Lisbon
Technological Pole (management entity of Lisbon Technological Pole), President
of the Executive Committee of AICEP - Global Parks, Management of Business
Parks S.A, Vice-president of the Board of Directors of CEDINTEC - Technological
Innovation and Development Centre. He has also served as Director of Human
Resources at IAPMEI, Executive Director of PGS – Corporation for the Promotion
and Management of Industrial Areas and Services S.A., President of the Board of
Directors of Geral Lazarim, S.A., the management company of the Lazarim business
park (Almada) and Coordinator of the Affiliates Management Department at IAPMEI.

Understanding
the judging process
Individual countries were invited to conduct national
competitions to determine the best projects to represent
their nation. Hundreds of projects competed in these national
competitions in 2021 for a chance to enter the European
Enterprise Promotion Awards. Countries were allowed to nominate
a maximum of two entries (in different categories) for the European
competition. Each Jury member reads and assesses every entry
against defined criteria covering: originality and feasibility, impact on
the economy, improvement of stakeholder relations and transferability.
The Jury then meets to discuss their top entries in each category, before
agreeing on winners, runners up and any special mentions. The shortlist
is published shortly after the jury meeting and the winners are announced
during the Awards Ceremony at the SME Assembly.

Jernej Saleci is Director General of Internationalisation, Entrepreneurship and
Technology Directorate and former Head of Division for Industry, Innovation
and Technology at the Ministry of Economic Development and Technology. He
is responsible for strategic policy direction, implementation of policy measures
and supervision and steering of Slovenian Enterprise Fund and Public Agency for
Entrepreneurship, Internationalization, Foreign Investments and Technology. He
joined the Ministry in September 2017.

Jernej Salecl,
SME Envoy
Slovenia, Director
General of
Internationalisation,
Entrepreneurship
and Technology
Directorate
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He has over 16 years of management and organisational experience starting
from Slovenian Gymnastics Federation as Secretary General to Chamber of
Commerce and Industry of Štajerska as deputy director. He is a member of EC
High Level Working Group on Competitiveness and Growth, member of European
Cluster Expert Group and member of OECD Committee on industry innovation and
entrepreneurship. Jernej is also SME Envoy for Slovenia.
Jernej holds a bachelor degree at the University of Ljubljana – Faculty of social
sciences, specializing marketing and marketing communication.
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What does it mean to
become an EEPA Winner?

Past Grand Jury
Prize Winners

Grand Jury Prize Winner 2020

The European Enterprise Promotion Awards were launched in 2006. Since that time,
there have been many category winners including one Grand Jury Prize Winner in
each annual competition. Past Grand Jury Prize winners include:

Le Portail du Rebond Des Entrepreneurs, France
The ENTREPRENEURIAL RECOVERY PORTAL was proud that
its innovative grouping of 6 associations, each carrying out
complementary actions, was recognized as an effective
system that is unique in Europe, both in the diversity
of its scope and in its coherence as a whole.

Investing in Entrepreneurial Skills Winner 2020
Open Entrepreneurship, Denmark
Open Entrepreneurship winning the award has already
gained political attention in Denmark, and we are confident
that this alone will support our collaboration across
universities and our long-term financial anchoring of
the project. Being recognised by EEPA and the European
Commission has also strengthened our presence in the
Danish innovation ecosystem. It is of great importance to
us, that a project that celebrates the collaboration between
seven Danish universities, wins a European level award.

2020 Le Portail du Rebond Des Entrepreneurs, France

2019 Green PAC iLab, Netherlands

The Recovery Portal offers a complete value chain to support
entrepreneurs facing difficulties. It is made up of 6 associations that
together provide a nationwide service to entrepreneurs to help them
through difficult times. The associations have unique specialisations
across different areas, allowing them to cover the entire value chain, from
entrepreneurial failure and its prevention to entrepreneurial recovery
and its promotion. The portal provides a single online point of access so
that entrepreneurs can choose the associations that corresponds to their
entrepreneurial recovery needs. The associations are able to offer advice
and help remove obstacles that hinder entrepreneurial recovery.

At GreenPAC iLab, new entrepreneurs in the plastics industry are
supported to help them start their businesses and achieve sustainable
and circular business models. The project functions as a community
where entrepreneurs with innovative ideas for a plastic product or service
are coached and given access to a network of professionals that help
with feasibility studies, research and product development. Through
collaboration with plastics professionals and research groups, the
GreenPAC iLab is fostering a new generation of plastics entrepreneurs
guided by circular and sustainable values. To date, 40 start-ups have
received assistance and 52 jobs have been created.

www.portaildurebond.eu

www.greenpacilab.nl

2018 Lean Landing, Denmark

2017 Innofest, Stichting Innofest, Netherlands

Lean Landing developed and implemented an innovative and lasting
soft-landing network between micro SMEs, business incubators and
business development organisations in six North Sea countries. The
soft-landing network enables SMEs to break into international markets
via direct discussions with potential customers and partners in the target
country. The project focuses on micro SMEs and early internationalisation,
as opposed to the traditional focus on medium sized SMEs. Traditionally,
SMEs rely on detailed and lengthy market studies before attempting to
enter, however through Lean Landing they can directly learn the local
experience and increase their knowledge of incubators in several countries.

Innofest works with eight summer festivals in northern Netherlands as living
labs for innovation, and provides a safe environment for entrepreneurs to
test their prototypes before bringing them onto the market.

Responsible and Inclusive Entrepreneurship Winner 2020
Social Enterprise, Netherlands
After winning the award, we received many compliments
from an astonishing number of people and organisations all
over the world! It led to so much engagement online. This
is giving a great boost to the social enterprise movement
in the Netherlands and to everyone involved with Social
Enterprise NL. The prize represents recognition for all the
work we have done, and we will keep on doing the best we
can to support social entrepreneurs.
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www.vhsj.dk

Innofest sees festivals as temporary mini societies, with their own set of
challenges in the areas of water, food, logistics, energy and waste, among
others. As contained environments, festivals oﬀer a safe space where
product testing results are measurable.
During the festivals, entrepreneurs are oﬀered on-site support along
with networking opportunities and follow-up guidance plus all the necessary
support to successfully launch their ideas on to the market.

www.innofest.co
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The Promoters of the European
Enterprise Promotion Awards
The Assembly of European Regions (AER.eu) is the largest independent
network of regions in wider Europe. Bringing together more than 270
regions from 33 countries and 16 inter-regional organisations, AER is the
political voice of its members and a forum for inter-regional co-operation.

www.aer.eu

The Committee of the Regions (CoR) in Brussels was established by the
Maastricht Treaty in 1994 as a consultative body to provide representatives
of local and regional government with a voice at the heart of
the European Union.

http://cor.europa.eu/Pages/welcome.html

The European Association of Economic Development Agencies (EURADA)
is a Europe-wide network of people working on economic development.
EURADA has given a lead on a policy agenda including, amongst others,
regional policy, small business ﬁnance (EURADA set up the European
Business Angels Network), entrepreneurship and innovation.

www.eurada.org

EUROCITIES is the political platform for major European cities towards the
EU institutions. We network the local governments of over 130 of Europe’s
largest cities and 40 partner cities that between them govern some
130 million citizens across 35 countries.

The European Commission
DG Internal Market, Industry,
Entrepreneurship and SMEs (DG GROW)
Within the European Commission, the Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs,
works to provide a more favourable environment for European Business. It ensures that European Union policies
contribute to the competitiveness of EU enterprises by encouraging entrepreneurship and innovation, maintaining
and reinforcing a strong and high-performing industrial base, by stimulating investment in new technologies and
easing access to markets and to finance. At the core of these policies are small and medium sized enterprises,
as they are the principal providers of jobs and growth in Europe. DG Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship
and SMEs works with the business community and Member States to help develop innovative, competitive and
responsible SME policies for Europe.

http://ec.europa.eu/growth/index_en.htm

Your Europe Business Portal
Want to find out what the EU does to boost small businesses in Europe and on the global market,
and what it can do for your business?
Your Europe Business is a multilingual single gateway to practical information on how to do business in the Single
Market. It offers help to businesses and entrepreneurs who want to expand their activities to other EU or EEA
countries. It provides practical information and links to national rules, authorities, helpdesks, and support services.

https://europa.eu/youreurope/business/index_en.htm

www.eurocities.eu

European Enterprise Promotion Awards
EUROCHAMBRES is the Association of European Chambers of Commerce
and Industry. It represents over 20 million enterprises in Europe and a
European network of 1,700 regional and local Chambers in 43 countries.
More than 98% of these enterprises are small and medium sized
enterprises (SMEs).

For further information:

www.eurochambres.eu

Tel: +32 2253 7506 		

European Enterprise Awards Secretariat
E-mail: eepa@LOWeurope.eu

Twitter.com/@eepa_eu
SMEunited is the association of Crafts and SMEs in Europe with around
70 member organisations from over 30 European countries. SMEunited
represents national cross-sectoral Craft and SME federations, European
SME branch organisations and associate members. Combined, it represents
more than 12 million enterprises with around 55 million employees
across Europe. SMEunited is also a recognised employers’ organisation
and European Social Partner. They are a not-for-profit and
non-partisan organisation.

Facebook.com/PromotingEnterprise
YouTube.com/PromotingEnterprise

European Enterprise Promotion Awards (europa.eu)

https://smeunited.eu/en
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